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Summary of reasons for decision: 





Derty Sesh: Let Me Introduce Myself/Forever is a music video clip submitted for classification 
by the Secretary for Internal Affairs in response to complaints. The video clip gained notoriety 
after being posted on You Tube. It consists of two music videos for rapper Derty Sesh's material 
that play together as a short but very strong horror story in condensed form. The clip opens with 
the track "Let Me Introduce Myself' accompanying the frenzied murder and dismemberment of 
a young woman by the hooded figure of the rapper. The track "Forever" follows, accompanying 
images that show a young couple being stalked and the man summarily disposed of. The terrified 
woman is taken to a shack in the woods and attacked by the same hooded figure. 

The material pushes at the limits of acceptability and its makers admit that they set out to shock. 
The clip does not depict or strongly imply sexual violence, although some viewers make this 
claim. It does, however, depict extreme violence and cruelty against women victims. Questions as 
to whether the material glamorises such actions to the point of promotion or support for extreme 
violence or extreme cruelty have been raised. However, although the video clip is gruesome and 
its misogyny is obviously offensive to many, neither the lyrics nor the visual content reach a level 
that would require the video clip to be banned. Adults will respond to the material in a cultural 
context that includes serial killers and forensics on television, and extremely violent horror films 
that are nevertheless popular and successful. The video clip remains within the established limits 
of these genres and is likely to be read in the same way as these familiar fictions. 

The Classification Office recognises the genuine concern expressed by those who have made 
submissions and complaints, both to the Office and in on-line forums. However, investigation of 
these sources of comment has shown that there is no consensus on the issues raised and many 
people are dismissive of the likelihood of the video clip having harmful effects. Without strong 
evidence of likely harm, or of a consensus representing negative public opinion, a finding of 
"Objectionable" would be neither reasonable nor demonstrably justified in a free and democratic 
society. 

However, sufficient concern remains over the role of music videos and the influence of media 
such as You Tube in teenage culture to suggest that a limitation on the availability of the video 
clip is required. The unsuitability of the video clip for young viewers is a major point made in 
submissions. Depictions of extreme violence and cruelty, along with confrontational lyrics that 
include highly offensive language, are likely to shock and disturb children and young people. 
There is also the risk that young viewers will become desensitised to media violence presented as 
entertainment, with the associated potential to become inured to violence in real life. Exposure to 
the material may also encourage attitudes that contribute to criminal activity, particularly the 
misogyny that underlies violence towards women. This is especially likely if vulnerable and 
impressionable young people admire the rapper and thus identify with the killer. A restriction to 
adult viewers, who are unlikely to be affected in this way, is required. 

The issues brought up by the video clip's problematic content, in relation to its likely audience of 
teenagers and young adults, have been canvassed and these considerations have been weighed 
against the right to freedom of expression set out in sl4 of the NZBR Act. The classification 
imposed on the publication is reasonable, demonstrably justified, and represents the minimum 
restriction required to prevent injury to the public good. 



